
[image: image2.png]Association of European
Administrative Judges




Vereinigung Europäischer Verwaltungsrichter

Fédération Européenne des Juges Administratifs

Associazione dei Magistrati Amministrativi Europei

Association of European Administrative Judges

Report AEAJ working group on environmental law, workshop in Sofia 4 – 5 June 2015
This years’ workshop was held in immediate connection to the General Assembly and contained the following topics: 

- Recent developments of Bulgarian and EU environmental law


- Access to information and access to justice in environmental matters
- General principles of EU environmental law with focus on the precautionary
  principle


- Licensing of windmills and litigation thereon

The workshop attracted around 25 participants; 17 members representing Austria, Bulgaria, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Spain and Sweden. Also attending the workshop were 4 Bulgarian judges and two from Azerbaijan. The workshop was interpreted simultaneously in Bulgarian/English. Inter alia the president of the Supreme Administrative Court in Bulgaria held a welcoming speech.
Day 1

After registration, welcoming speeches and a presentation of the participants, the workshop started with a survey on recent developments in Bulgarian environmental law, delivered by Violeta Glavinova, judge from the Bulgarian Supreme Administrative Court.
Mariolina Eliantonio, assistant professor at the Maastricht University, updated us on recent developments of EU environmental law. She concentrated on some recent judgments from CJEU and was inspiringly outspoken on the suspected double standard on access to justice – when domestic decisions are challenged or when a decision is taken by an EU-institution.

Access to information in environmental matters is a fundament for the possibilities for the public to protect their personal rights as well as the environment. Our members Sibila Simeonova (who helped us with the practical arrangements prior and during the workshop) and Rasa Ragulskyte-Markoviene introduced us to the EU-legislation and the case-law from the CJEU. Klaus Lernhart, also a member of our working group, presented a case-study and led the following vivid discussions. 

The EU ambition to save energy and promote the use of renewable energy resources, has inter alia affected and increased the workload for the courts in many countries within the Union. Consequently, the day ended with Werner Heermann, co-chairman of the working group, presenting a summary of the results from a survey on Licensing of windmills and litigation thereon.
Day 2

On day 2 our member Gianmario Pallaggiano guided us safely among the General Principles of EU Environmental law: from a sustainable development, the polluter pays principle to principles on inter alia prevention and precaution.

I presented and led the discussion on a case-study on Windmills and the Precautionary Principle. 
Finally Werner and I presented some thoughts on future activities for the working group.

/Anders Bengtsson
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